POINT 3 


Toc H is about people. Founded in 1915, Toc H 
fights to break down barriers by challenging 
individuals’ preconceptions of others and the 
divisions which exist in society. While its work is 
based on Christian principles, all faiths and none 
are recognised and accepted. 

Toc H works with people from all walks of life, 

tackling social problems such as loneliness, isolation 

and deprivation through an approach which focuses 
on self-help and taking responsibility for oneself and 
the local community. 

Toc H uses the model of the compass to emphasise 

four personal challenges which are the inspiration 

for its membership. The Four Points of the Toc H 

Compass are: 

| Friendship: ‘To Love Widely’ 

to ‘welcome all in friendship’. 

2 Service: ‘To Build Bravely’ 

to ‘give personal service’. 

3 Fairmindedness: ‘To Think Fairly’ 

to ‘listen always to the views of others’. 

4 The Kingdom of God: ‘To Witness Humbly’ 

to ‘acknowledge the spiritual nature of man’. 

Point 3 is the magazine of Toc H, and derives 

its title from the third Point of the Toc H Compass. 

It acts as a vehicle for communication between 

staff and members, informing, encouraging and 

stimulating readers on topical and relevant issues. 

Contributions are welcome from any group or 

individual involved in Toc H. 

Editor: Sarah Claridge 

Toc H Central Services, | Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 01296 623911 Fax: 01296 696137 

Forthcoming copy deadlines: 

November issue: - 29th September 
December issue: - 27th October 
February issue: - 5th January ('98) 

* A full copy of the current Editorial Policy is available on request 
from the Editor. 

* The opinions expressed are those of the individual contributors 
and not necessarily those of the Editor or Toc H. 

e While Point 3 is made available to all members and staff free 
of charge, a voluntary contribution towards the cost of 
production and mailing is welcomed. 

e Printed on chlorine-free, environmentally friendly paper. 


Cover Photo: The Toc H Phoenix which departs 
this month (see Page | 1) 


Toc H is an active Movement of people practising 
reconciliation by being open to all in friendship, 
offering service in the community, confronting 
intolerance and prejudice, and discovering a faith to 
live by. We bring the Toc H experience to as many 
people as possible to develop personal growth and 
build caring communities. 


Registered Charity No. 211042 


DE r Ae ol fat 


This briefing follows the last meeting of the CEC in the 
present Toc H year. Held on the same weekend that our 
nation came together to celebrate the life of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, on the Saturday morning the CEC 
broke from its business to share in this unique occasion. 
| have set out below some of the key points arising from our meeting 
and, as always, | ask you to get in touch with your Central Councillors 
who have a full briefing of these and other news and information. 

è Reaching goals - a year ago the CEC defined the primary medium 
and long-term goals that we need to be striving for against the ‘Criteria 
for Growth’ if we are to see our Movement renew and grow. Starting 
from its December meeting the CEC will now be seeking to conduct a 
six-monthly review of progress against these goals, and | will be feeding 
back information to Central Councillors. 

@ Germany - we are now in the process of recovering the moneys 
misappropriated from Toc H funds in Germany and soon hope to have 
a conclusion to this unfortunate affair. The handover of Toc H Centres 
to the new organisations has proceeded satisfactorily and now all that 
remains is to tie up loose ends. 


e Central Council links - designated CEC members are now 
conducting a series of meetings with Central Councillors. It is hoped 
this will set a pattern for the future and improve links between Central 
Council and CEC and thus through to the wider membership. 


è East London - we have now submitted to the Wakefield Trust, 
following detailed research, new proposals to develop Toc H work in 
the Whitechapel area. Early indications from the Trust are positive and 
| hope to have good news in time for Central Council. 


® The Honorary Treasurer - Gerry Conibeer, as you all know, has 
been suffering a prolonged period of ill health. Thankfully his condition 
has stabilised but he still finds it difficult to get about and do all that he 
used to do and would like to do. It was with great regret that CEC 
accepted Gerry's resignation as Honorary Treasurer. Jeremy Topham, 
Acting Honorary Treasurer, has agreed to undertake the role subject to 
Central Council's confirmation. In the meantime we hope that Gerry 
will continue to play a key role on the financial side of Toc H, working 
closely and in support of Jeremy Topham. 


® Regional Project Co-ordinators - it was originally planned to 
phase these posts out as core-funded jobs by 31st March 1998. The 
CEC is concerned however that, in the light of no other viable options, 
the Toc H Projects and Events programme will collapse without this 
support. The CEC therefore has decided to extend the present 
situation to 31st March 1999. 


® Voluntary funds - we are still struggling to meet our fundraising 
targets, so essential to the future of Toc H. If we are to convince the 
wider public to support Toc H in this way, your Divisional Fundraising 
Officers need your help. On the brighter side, | am pleased to tell you 
that we have just received notification of a legacy of £120,000. 


In conclusion, | am delighted to tell you that our National Chaplain, 
Alan Johnson, is now back at work following his sabbatical, which was 
preceded by a period of ill health. It is good to have Alan back 


refreshed and raring to go. 
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My good wishes to you all. 


WENSOVER BRANCH, SHOP AND CAR 


Indeed, although the village was the 

address of the National Headquarters of 
Toc H (as Central Services were then called) 
there was no other expression of Toc H of 


f n 1990 there was no Branch in Wendover. 


any kind - no Branch, no Friendship Circle, no 
Project and no Cameo. 


At that * 
time | was 
General 
Secretary. 
When | 
retired in 
December 
1990 it 
seemed to 
me that this 
was a poor 
state of affairs and that 
something ought to be done. 
So | asked a number of 
friends and colleagues if they 
would be interested in helping 
to set up a Group, with the 
ultimate aim of having a Toc H 
Branch in Wendover. Several 
people said they would have a 
go - so a fledgling Group 
was born. 


We went from strength to strength, rising 
to a membership of fifteen by the end of 
1991. We applied for, and were granted, 
Branch status and became the Chiltern Hills 
Branch. By 1992 we were looking round for a 
major “job” to do in our local community. 
Most of our members did individual small acts 
of service at the hospital, with the elderly, or 
with people with learning difficulties. But we 
wanted something we could all do together. 
One of our members was involved with a 
support group in the village and she was 


Branch members praudly exhibit the Wendover Community Car. 


(OH, AND CENTRAL SERVICES) 


convinced that a charity shop was the answer. 
Some of us weren't so sure, but she went 
into the whole idea in great depth, spent one 
Branch meeting telling us what she had found 
out, and by a potent mixture of facts and 
enthusiasm convinced us. She even found a 
building which we could rent! 


‘aaa That was in 1992, and the 
Toc H Charity Shop is 
now a popular and well- 
known part of Wendover 
life. It has raised over 
£15,000 - shared between 
the family purse and 

local needy groups and 
individuals, and 
has attracted 
over forty 
volunteers who 
have both found 
an opportunity 
to serve their 
local community 
and also learnt 
something of 
Toc H. One or 
two of them 
have even joined the Branch! 


In 1995, with the charity shop effectively 
established and running well, it was time to 
find another major “job”. This time we 
tackled the question differently. We set up a 
small group of “researchers” who went out 
into the community with a set of standard 
questions. Our aim was to try to discover 


from local charities, organisations and 
individuals what they saw as the most 
pressing needs of local people. We got some 
interesting answers, but three occurred over 
and over again. People need, we were told, 
help with transport, advice and loneliness. 


continued ... 


And of these needs, transport was seen as 
being far and away the most pressing. 


When we refined this, by asking, “What 
kind of transport?” we were gradually led to 
the notion that people needed a car (rather 
than a minibus) with plenty of space, and if 
possible the capacity to take an occupied 
wheelchair. “Right,” we said, “that’s what 
we'll go for.” 


Of course, we couldn't get a car, as 
Tommy Cooper might say, “just like that”. We 
needed to plan, and we needed help. So we 


wrote to a number of prominent local people. 


We told them what we intended to do and 
we Said to them, “If we ask you for an hour 
of your time, four times a year for the next 
two years, will you help us?” With one 
exception they all said yes. So they, with two 
members of the Branch, became the steering 
committee for the Wendover Action Group 
(WAG for short). We even designed our own 
logo (see below). 


We could write a book on all the things 
that have to be done between setting up a 
community project and actually realising it - 
but we won't! In summary we raised £21,000 
in two years; liaised with several car 
manufacturers and local garages to see if any 
sponsorship was possible (there wasn't 
much); corresponded with, and met officers 
from, the Charity Commissioners to make 
sure we were doing things properly from a 
charitable perspective; contacted car 
conversion companies to decide which one 
would turn our car most satisfactorily into 
one that could carry an occupied wheelchair, 
and even had a meeting with an 
environmental health officer to decide 
whether our car was a hackney carriage, a 
hire-car or a public service vehicle. 


On Monday, | 2th May 1997 we took 


delivery of a gleaming new Nissan Combi 5 
rejoicing in the colour of Celadon Green. We 


felt very proud as we saw “Wendover 


Community Car” in bright silver letters on 
the side. It had come just in time, as |2th May 
was also the date of the AGM the Charity 
Commissioners said we had to have in order 
to have our constitution accepted, accounts 
adopted and officers of the new management 
committee appointed. That evening we were 
able to put the community car in the car park 
and everyone coming to the AGM was able to 
see it (and in some cases try it). 


Even now there was much to do. We had 
to arrange a fuel account with a local garage; 
recruit and train drivers; set up a dedicated 
telephone line with a “transfer call” facility, 
appoint two co-ordinators to take calls and 
liaise with duty drivers; contact local 
organisations concerned with people with 
disabilities, the elderly etc. to let them know 
that the car was available; design drivers’ logs, 
fuel logs, WAG guidelines and much more. 
But we made our deadline (just) and were on 
the road on Monday, June 2nd. We carried 
eight passengers on that first day. 


So that is the “end of the beginning”. We 
plan, once the car is established, to set the 
scheme up as a separate charity run by its 
own management committee. Then we have 
to look at our next “big job”. The people of 
Wendover said their second most pressing 
need was an advice centre. We've already got 
agreement in principle to be able to use a 
room at the local Health Centre... 


John Kilburn 
Chiltern Hills Branch 
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Our UAusuug Heres 


SYDNY’S TAPES - HUMOUR, A HOBBY AND 
TOC H SERVICE, ALL IN ONE! 


would like to feel that 
l when it is my turn to 

depart from this life 
there may be things 
around to tell others 
something about me. 


One thing in particular | 


would like to leave is 
something of my sense of humour and my interest 
in tape recording. This activity has been a hobby 
for me for nearly 40 years and one which has 
developed into a Toc H job of mine. 


Since the start of it, all that time ago, | must 
have recorded many thousands of words and many 
hours, both seriously and in fun. Sometimes what 
had been intended as a serious recording has had 
some humour unexpectedly arise out of it. One 
such example was when the woman at a stately 
home | was visiting told me that | was not allowed 
to take any photographs with my cassette recorder. 
Or the time when, on visiting an old house in 
Salisbury, | decided to record the clock strike for 4 
o'clock. It actually chimed ninety-six times and | 
have the evidence to prove it! 


When | have a friend visiting me | sometimes 
create a Nonsense tape. The first of these was for 
my late mother-in-law. She had been of the 
impression that | had driven to Scotland and brought 
her back to the West Country for a holiday. When 
she heard the tape she was given a different picture. 
She heard the animated steam train sigh with relief 
as it came to a stop at Weston-Super-Mare station, 
followed by the station master climbing on top of 
the carriage to remove the roof with a can opener 
and hoist her on to the platform by crane. Since 
then | have made a variety of these Nonsense tapes 
using silly voices. In one | was interviewing a duck 
that had come to England to make a new film, in 
another a Scotsman who explained how 
Tchaikovsky, having been born in 1840, had been 
able to write an overture in 1812. One day | sent 


Philip, a good friend of mine, a tape on which | 
stated | was playing the overture to The Dark 
Shadow, an opera in three acts by Hubert Parry. 
Philip knows more about music than | will ever 
know, particularly with regard to Grand Opera. He 
seemed to be pleased that | had enlightened him, 
saying that he had not realised that Parry wrote any 
operas. | later told him that the music | had played 
was, in fact, the overture to Oberon by Weber - he 
has warned me that he is going to get even with me! 


Every Christmas | use these activities to create 
tapes to send out to the elderly and people with 
disabilities by producing for them a Christmas 
Greetings tape which is made up of two cassettes 
giving them some three hours entertainment. This 
includes music and fun items, both seasonal and 
otherwise, and an interview with at least one 
celebrity. Past celebrities have included Charlie 
Chester, Sir Harry Secombe, international clown 
Jacky, Moira Kerr, Stanley Unwin, etc. One year 
(1995) an additional ‘celebrity’ was someone named 
Mike Lyddiard. 


Towards the end of last year my work was 
acknowledged with a Blue Peter Award. 


CAN YOU HELP ME OUT? 


As | write this | am starting to think seriously 
about the | Ith edition of the Christmas tape which 
will be produced this year. Can you help out with 
material? We have found it can be fun reading out a 
play or sketch, but finding suitable items for this is 
not easy. Some years ago a firm known as Felix 
McGlennon published about forty plays and a series 
of books of monologues, some of which | possessed 
until they were destroyed in a fire. These items are 
now out of print but | am sure that somewhere 
copies of these still exist, and | would like to get 
hold of or borrow them. Can anyone help? 


Alternatively, have any of my fellow Members 
written plays or sketches or had ideas for creating 
some? | would welcome any suggestions even if you 


continued ... 


can only give me the basic idea and | have to do the 
writing of the various parts. 

Please, PLEASE, PLEASE can anybody help with 
McGlennon's books or with ideas? If so, please send 
your thoughts and materials to: H Sydney Cox, 

12 Esplanade, Burnham, Somerset, TA8 | BE 
H Sydney Cox 


Somerset 


If you have been quietly serving your 
community - or know someone who has - why not 
write about it for this new series? By informing 
other readers of the width and variety of Toc H’s 
work in the community, you may inspire others to 


pursue similar work and initiatives. 


The two pieces below are by Barry Broadmeadow, written following his trip to 
Poperinge with the Llandudno Friendship Circle. 


THE POOL OF PEACE 


Tm not much good in company 

1 don’t always excel 

1 am beginning to learn not to be so forward 
Take a back seat and 

not worry too much about the impression 1 make. 
1 go into a world of peaceful thoughts 

and into pastures long neglected. 

Perhaps my pen will say it better than my tongue 
and Vil carry on observing. 

Silently VU consider my view, my attitude, and my importance. 
Tm slowly becoming humble and 

consider others’ position a bit more. 

Slowly ‘I realize there is no rush 

and V get to the place Ym intended to be. 
Perhaps our destiny is to 

quell the inner turmoil 

and be thoughtful 

and then to stop the thoughts 

commanding our attention. 

To be still and calm 

and commune with our hearts 

and become filled with joy and love. 

The sorrows fall away 

and 1 Know my Creator 

and he Knows me 

dwelling in His house 


for evermore. 


9th April 1997 


Soo , 


MIRACLES 


1 never thought Vd go abroad. 

1 never thought Vd stay in Talbot House. 

Vl never forget the garden with the doves so 

gentle picking up twigs in the cool morning. TU always 
remember the Upper Room - its simplicity and its history. 
1 was privileged to be present as George took Light in his 
83rd year. 


There is sadness around the white cemeteries and 1 offered 
my thanks to those who fell for our freedom. 1 wondered 
what they would think if they saw what we are doing 
with our fives. 


The Belgian people are friendly. Their towns and cities are 
beautiful and geared to people and relaxation. 


1 would like to thank Toc H for this enriching experience 
and also Cliff Newman for persuading me to go on the 
trip. 1 was glad the weather was so Kind and gentle. 1t was 


nice to make new friends in the group as we travelled in 
the coach. 


1 was glad when 1 was able to write about my feelings. 1 
felt 1 saw the essence of Toc H in action; 1 felt clearer 
about the Spirit that 1 brought home with me. We need to 
be inspired and refreshed. Hopefully this deeply moving 
experience will raise hope and light in what has been a dark, 
period in my fife. Now 1 feel more optimism and have 


resolved to try and do more with my Gfe to repay a little to 
those who fell Ig pey 


23rd April 1997 


THE. 


maa) he Stepping Hill 
el Hospital Library Service 
be a ‘a is provided by members 


mY | of the Cheadle Hulme, Hazel 
(conc Grove and Stockport Branches 
of Toc H who see it as part of 
the personal service to which they feel 
committed as members. It has been run, free of 
charge, since 1931. Endeavours are made to bring 
to the bedside as wide a range of books as the 
library trolley will carry, which means a choice of 
around 250 books. 

The Branch has now creaked its way into its 
seventh year, and the library service continues to 
dominate as its main piece of work. The Branch is 
committed to giving a good service to the 
patients and is alert to not only keeping it in good 
repair but also looking for ways to improve the 
quality and extend the scheme. 

The demand for books by patients has shown 
a definite increase, to the extent that about 5,000 
to 6,000 books are now being provided. It 
continues to surprise the Toc H librarians how 
generous the patients, nurses, porters and visitors 
are in the giving of books to Toc H. There is no 
need for money to be spent on book purchases 
as so many of the titles donated are so current as 
to be on the “best sellers” list. All the book gifts 
are acknowledged, making it clear just how they 
will be used. The policy of not destroying 
unwanted books but selling them at the hospital 
to staff and visitors continues. In addition to 
raising sufficient money to fund the library service 
it allows a promise to be made to the donors that 
they will not be pulped. A further 20 banana 
boxes of unsuitable books were sent to the Lions 
Charity Bookshop in Darlington. In the summer 
40 books to do with the subject of war were sent 
to Talbot House. 

These sales of books and other goods have 
resulted in the library service being made totally 
financially viable, in that it is able to meet all the 
running costs and also allow refurbishment and 
the purchase of new equipment to take place. It 
is still the aim to inaugurate a fund of around 
£1,000 which can be invested and from which, in 


POINT 2 of the Toc H Compass 


Service: ‘to build bravely’ 


ZEL GROVE BRANCH LIBRARY SERVICE 


years to come, an annual income will be available 
to meet running costs for evermore. The £60 
from the estate of Cilla Mather and £30 from the 
estate of Edith Walmsley (Cheadle Hulme 
Branch) are to be used to this end. 

Experiments have been continuing to design 
and produce two new book trolleys. Whilst 
having the capacity to carry approximately 250 
books, they need to have a low centre of gravity, 
carry additional oddments and be easy to push 
and navigate. Branch members are aware that, 
once introduced, the trolleys will remain for 
many years to come, so there is a desire to get 
the design of the superstructure right. A “mock 
up” has been built and hopefully firm decisions 
will follow. 

The introduction of a talking books service 
will depend on the design and availability of the 
new trolleys. There appears to be a demand for 
this from patients and it is the wish of the Toc H 
library service to meet it. 

The Branch has toyed with the idea of 
purchasing a video machine for use with, among 
others, the hard-of-hearing patients, who appear 
so isolated in hospital. This has had to be 
abandoned as it was found that the only ones 
available were part of a television set which 
would have meant paying an annual licence fee. 

Talbot Room is the library proper and whilst 
the 4,000 books are shelved in order, it is far 
from the standard of a public library and, until this 
has been reached, it does not seem conceivable 
that computerisation can take place. Much work 
needs doing in this area. The electrical wiring has 
been overhauled, culminating in total shutdown 
by flicking two switches. It not being possible to 
fit the electric clock into this system; a battery 
operated clock has been installed. 

The Branch gives of its best in doing its job 
and wishes to thank all volunteer librarians - 
people who come out in all 
weathers. 

Edited from the 
Branch Annual Report by 
Edward Pym, Secretary, 
Hazel Grove Branch. 
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FairmindedniGas: 


BREAKFAST IN PAISLEY? 


Homelessness is one of the great tragedies of agen Sa eae oa 
which refuses to go away. A Project held back in May by Roger 


facing the 
Elliott set out to explore and understand some of the nome vai ae nee 
homeless in Paisley, Scotland. Their report and the thoughts of a 


Project (opposite) make thought-provoking reading... 


e based our Project at the 

Christian Social Action Centre in 

Paisley. This hostel houses up to 
25 residents. We worked within the volunteer 
rota that was scheduled for members of St. 
James Church; cooking and serving breakfast on 
Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings. In addition we served 
evening meals on Sunday and 
Tuesday and extended our stay 
to enable a time for befriending. 
Breakfast for casual visitors to 
the hostel was also served after 
the residents had eaten their 
meal. In the short time we 
were there the casual 
breakfasts totalled up to eleven 
a morning. 

Residents were not 
admitted if they were behaving 
in a drunken manner. They were allowed to 
take drink into the hostel, but not consume it 
on the premises. So the process was to book 
their drink into the manned office and book it 
out when they wanted to go outside and drink 
it. This could occur at any time, day or night. 

We discovered that there were teachers, 
grade | craftsmen, long-distance lorry drivers 
and professional draughtsmen amongst the 
residents. Some had been there for fifteen 
years and had become so institutionalised, they 
would be totally lost without this centre. Some 
had been found accommodation elsewhere but 


were unable to manage it for themselves. 
There was no evidence of follow-up once 
residents left the hostel. 

Atrip to the YMCA hostel in Renfrew was 
most informative, as was a visit to the offices of 
“The Big Issue” in Glasgow. 
The public relations officer, 
Angus Dixon, spent time with 
us detailing the way that 
vendors did business, 
describing their code of 
conduct, their training and 
how they establish a pitch. 
Another visit, to the Simon 
Community, was set up and 
we met their senior 
community volunteer, Mike 
Peake. We attended a soup 


kitchen from l0pm to | lpm in 


photo: Lucy Cohen 


George Square in the centre of 
Glasgow. There were 49 people taking soup 
from a team of sixth formers from a local 
college. Of those 49, 25 were under the age of 
25 and three were female. 

Throughout the Project we were given 
great help and hospitality by the Minister of 
Wallnuek North Church, Rev'd Tom Maclntyre 
and members of his congregation. 


Tom Elliott/Roger Giles 
Staff from Division One 


This Project was supported by Skelmorlie & 
Wemyss Bay branch, the Scottish Project Fund and 
the Division One DDT. 
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Fairmindedness: ‘to think fairly’ 


LEARING WHAT IT MEANS TO BE HOMELESS 


T hour-and-a-half | spent at Paisley station 
was probably the closest | have come to 
feeling homeless myself. Although not part of 
the programme, in a way | wish it could have been, 
as it was certainly an excellent introduction to the 
theme. The feelings of helplessness, uncertainty and 
fear need to be experienced first-hand in order to 
understand. Not knowing where you will be 
spending the night is one thing when the sun is 
shining and you have a return ticket home, but when 
the last train has gone and you are left late at night at 
a deserted station in a strange city, feeling cold and 
very much alone, it is no longer an adventure, it is 
more a matter of survival. 

Suddenly finding yourself without a roof over 
your head makes you realise that it isn't just those 
who choose to walk this path or those who ‘bring it 
on themselves’ that can end up having to sleep on 
the streets. You realise too, how vulnerable you 
become. The people around you are potentially both 
your friends and your attackers. You have to take 
risks and you don’t know who you can trust. 

| was fortunate to have friends who could help 
me, but it did start me thinking - if you spent your 
whole life wandering the streets, then chances are, 
the friends you'd have would all be people in the 
same position as yourself. Who would look after you 
then? You become very much at the mercy of 
authority, and when you have done all you can, your 
fate is in other people's hands. 

| also became very conscious of the fact that a 
single night would be vastly different to ongoing, day- 
after-day homelessness. There is a certain feel-good 
factor involved in playing the knight-in-shining- 
armour, but no doubt the novelty soon wears off, 
and even good Samaritans will end up passing by on 
the other side. To ask for help on one occasion is all 
right, but to have to keep asking can be damaging to 
your self-respect. Everyone deserves the right to be 
proud of themselves and the results of their own 
efforts. Having to rely on charity must be soul- 
destroying and demoralising. 

| enjoyed helping to serve breakfast on the first 
morning. The residents were lively and talkative and 
ready for a joke. “Befriending” sounds a very artificial 
term, but it wasn't like that at all. | didn’t feel any “us 
and them’”- ness about the situation. No-one 
pretended that we were all the same, but we didn't 


need to be. We just accepted each other for what 
we were, knowing that NO-ONE held ALL the 
cards. It was a very natural experience and pleasantly 
surprising considering it was between two sets of 
people who otherwise would never have met. 

The casuals who queued up for breakfast each 
morning were polite and well-behaved. They 
seemed dignified people who had fallen on hard 
times rather than rowdy good-for-nothings as | had 
stereotypically expected. These men (and women - 
though mainly men) displayed no sordidness, no 
anger, no despair, just a deep, patient quietness. | 
came to respect these people who were having to 
live with the fact that even here, at a hostel for 
homeless people, they were treated as second best. 

Serving the evening meal on the day that most of 
the residents received their Giros was a frightening 
and unpleasant experience. To see a man that you'd 
earlier chatted and joked with, shouting and carrying 
on like an unruly teenager was a sad and 
unforgettable sight. It was like seeing two different 
personalities who shared the same face. The 
atmosphere in the hostel changed radically. As a 
female, you felt especially uncomfortable and you 
couldn't help backing away for your own safety. It 
was very sad, especially because you knew this 
wasn't the REAL THEM and yet at the same time, 
you were aware that this formed a significant part of 
the cycle of their existence. 

| had wondered how it was possible to give help 
to homeless people without it coming across as 
patronising, self-righteous, and do-gooding. The 
answer seemed to be in the unspoken motivation 
behind the action. In George Square, these were not 
nameless figures being handed cups of soup. They 
each had their own character and everyone was 
known by name. No-one imposed their help on 
others. Volunteers and users alike were there because 
they chose to be there. | saw that the volunteers 
providing the service were not just people who 
wanted to be seen doing good works. They were 
people who cared. 

| can’t say that | now know all there is to know 
about homelessness, but having gone through that 
experience, | feel | have come closer to 
understanding some of the problems homeless 
people face. 

Mary Tibbitt 


THE BIRTH OF THE FIRST PENMAENRHOS 


in the 60s to accommodate the 

growing population of the town, 
which was seeking quality housing. In 
common with many other local authority 
developments of that era, the estate was 
built without forethought to the quality of 
life of the prospective residents. A quality 
living environment must offer its residents 
opportunities for shopping, community 
activity, 
entertainment, 
amusement, 
education, personal 
development, 
worship and 
appreciation of the 
natural world, as 
well as good 
housing. Peulwys 
Estate was built 
without any of these 
facilities and is some 
considerable and 
difficult distance 
from the town of Colwyn Bay. 

Consequently the community living on 
the estate became disabled, with its young 
people being its most disadvantaged 
section. Young people with no outlets 
become fractious and cause disruption. A 
few will earn a bad reputation which 
unfortunately reflects upon the majority 
who then become stigmatised by society. 
This was the situation on the Peulwys 
Estate. 

Early in 1996, the then Colwyn 
Community Social Work Team recognised 
the successful community work performed 
by Toc H by its development of Friendship 
Circles in the Borough, and it approached 
Cliff Newman and asked if the Movement 
could do anything for the young residents of 


Peulwys. 


Cliff met with Councillors, community 


Pree Estate, Colwyn Bay was built 


Z a te Š 
The fledgling Penmaenrhos Toc H Scout Group with the Mayar Of Colwyn Bay 


TOC H SCOUT GROUP 


representatives and the head teachers of the 
local schools, and explored possibilities. Cliff 
has long experience in working with young 
people in the Scout Association and, rather 
than try to re invent the wheel, it was agreed 
that Toc H would try to support the 
development of a Scout Group on the estate. 
This was not an innovative move for Toc H as 
many early Toc H members chose being 
Scoutmasters as their Job, and Les Morris, a 
member of 
Colwyn Bay 
Branch, remains 
an active member 
of the Association 
and has mementos 
of an earlier 
Toc H Scout 
Group. 
It was decided 
that the adult 
leadership and 
support for the 
Group must come 
from the estate 
and Cliff quickly identified a person who 
could be the focus for the development. lan 
Oakman was recruited and given the job of 
identifying and recruiting adult leaders and 
supporters. Throughout '96 the process of 
recruiting and building the support structure 
necessary to ensure the establishment and 
growth of the Group was performed. This 
was a long process, involving selling the idea 
to the community, and then identifying and 
researching prospective supporters; the 
process was not without its difficulties. 
However, these were overcome and lan, 
in the role of Group Scout Leader, recruited 
two section leaders, Nikky Wood and Les 
Broad, and a number of people to serve on 
the Group Executive. By March ’97 the 
structure was in place and recruitment of 
young people had begun. It had been decided 
to launch the Group with a Cub Scout Pack 


photo. Windham Hime 
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THEY’ RE OFF! 


n the 12th October, Steven and 

Mark begin their row of a life- 

time across the Atlantic, as part 
of the Atlantic Challenge rowing race. 

Those who have been following the 

lads’ progress over the past two years will 
know the hard work and commitment 
which has been necessary just to get 
themselves and their boat ‘The Toc H 
Phoenix’ to the starting line out in 
Tenerife. The boat was shipped out on 
15th September and Steven and Mark flew 


out to Tenerife on 26th September, two 
weeks before the race. 

In his recent letter wishing them good 
luck, Mike Lyddiard, Director wrote: 

“After many months of preparation, 
both physical and mental, you are on the 
threshold of realising your dream. By so 
doing you are demonstrating to us all that 
with determination and commitment, 
together with a little help from one’s 
friends, it is possible to make dreams 
come true. 

“On behalf of Toc H, our members and 
staff, | send you our very best wishes for a 
safe passage and a happy landfall. When 
the going gets tough, as undoubtedly it will 
from time to time, please know that we 
are with you in spirit and will give special 
thought to you, and your families and the 
team that have supported you, at 10.25 
(UK time) every morning. 

“| wish you God speed and a safe 
return.” 


continued ... 


and so the support group began by trawling 
the age group of eight to eleven years. 

The Pack opened in April '97 and by 
Thursday | 9th June, the Pack was ready for 
its investiture ceremony. This marked the 
official opening of the Group and was 
attended by the Mayor of Colwyn Bay, Mrs 
Sue Whittingham; the District Commissioner 
of Conwy District, Joan Hammond, and Cliff 
in his dual roles of Toc H Development 
Officer and Assistant Area Commissioner for 
Leader Training. The First Penmaenrhos 
Toc H Scout Group was born. 

Shortly after the investiture the Pack 
covered itself in glory by winning the 
Aberconwy Scouts Sports. The Pack is now 
30 members strong, and the Group is looking 


to open a Scout Troop in the near future and 
has recruited two more adult leaders. 

The Scout Group will continue to grow 
and will become independent. The Group 
decided to carry Toc H in its name in 
recognition of the effort invested by the 
Movement. The Scout Group is now a focus 
on the estate from which Toc H could 
develop other expressions. 

The future for many young people on the 
Peulwys Estate is now brighter, thanks to the 
initiative of Toc H. The challenge now is for 
Toc H to get alongside these people and to 
work with them. 

Cliff Newman 
Development Officer, 
Division Two 


SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


GARDEN PROJECT SUCCESS 


shown just how much can be achieved 
through a combination of motivation, 
enthusiasm and a bit of hard work. 

Responding to an advert in the local paper 
for help with building a raised garden for Meigle 
community day hospital, Sheila, with the help of 
Tom Elliott, steamed into action. The aim of the 
project was to create a raised garden to allow 
people who are physically disabled or 
wheelchair bound and unable to bend to ground 
level, the opportunity to do some gardening. 
Horticultural therapy is regularly used by the 
hospital as a method of developing 
concentration and confidence as well as 
mobility skills. 

Plans were made and partnerships forged 
with the local health authority and community 
service department. Then Sheila set about 
recruiting the services of volunteers and 
offenders serving community service orders, to 
start the building whilst also obtaining the 


S Forsyth of Coupar Angus Branch has 


TEA & CAKES IN 
BIGGLESWADE 


The Biggleswade Branch entertained 16 
Bangladeshi ladies to tea recently. They were 
accompanied by John Burgess, Division 3 
Development Officer, who has worked 
closely with the Bangladeshi people over 
many years. It was an enjoyable and pleasant 
afternoon tea. 


support of local businesses through donations 
and offers of goods in kind. 

Then, on the 31st July of this year, all the 
hard work and commitment of those involved 
was acknowledged when the gardens were 
formally opened by the local Director of Social 
Work, Betty Bridgeford. Speaking at the 
opening, Ann Warren, of the hospital's 
occupational unit, said of Sheila on presenting 
her with a bouquet, “There is one person 
without whom the garden would not have been 
built. Sheila Forsyth was here, week in, week 
out, in sun or near blizzard conditions, working 
alongside the 
volunteers 
and keeping 
everyone's 
morale up 
with cups of [i 
tea and 
chocolate 
biscuits!” 


x 
volved 


ea 
Shella, far right, with some of the Individuals in 
in the garden project 


THE TOC H COCONUT 
SHY IN ACTION AGAIN 


he Swindon and Wroughton Branch 
| have now passed the Toc H Coconut 

Shy over to the Southern Region 
Projects Branch for their use. Pictured here 
are John & Doreen Stevens (Weymouth) and 
Ted Brewer (Swindon) running the shy at the 
Shaftesbury Society's Burton Hill School fete 
in Malmesbury on Saturday, June 21st. 

David Pope 


LETTERS 


feedback from readers, members and those involved in Toc H 


e Walsall Branch, of which | have the privilege of being a member, decided 
some two years ago to move its HQ to an exciting new community-based 
project known as The Crossing at S, Paul's; this was part of our more 
general decision to give far greater impetus to our development activities 
The move involved a substantially increased commitment of some 200% 
in the rental charge for our facilities. We were delighted by the way in 
which our members responded to this financial challenge whilst ae 
same time, increasing the level of its contribution to Toc H centrally 
An additional and vitally important bonus resulted from a universal 
acceptance of the need to covenant which, in the first year alone, added 
more than £300 to our contributions; the Branch comprises ten men of 
whom half are above pensionable age. 

Whilst demonstrating immediately the benefits to be derived from Deeds 
of Covenant (provided they are above the minimum level to cover 
administrative costs), it also reflected, more importantly, a much wider 
personal covenant with Toc H and its future. 
The foregoing encourages me to suggest that, almost since the inception 
of Toc H, membership giving has not reflected this commitment which the 
Movement needs, and never more than now, 
Whilst there is the need to seek outside financial help to achieve our 
overall aims, a solid foundation of membership giving would demonstrate, 
in much more than financial terms alone, the extent of our commitment 
without varying, in any way, the current and accepted principle of self- 
assessment. 
To nail my own colours firmly to the mast, | believe that, in the main, we 
have enjoyed Toc H “on the cheap” and there is a strong and urgent case 
for us to re-examine our general philosophy in this particular regard. 
Mike Bullock 
Walsall 
Our Fundraising Officers have been invited to reply to the two 
letters published here. We look forward to a response in a 
future issue. 


BRANCH GARDEN PARTY 


guests engrossed TaaneBawiow ee 
At 2pm on a bright and sunny Saturday afternoon in July, 
Burraton Branch opened its doors and its garden gates to admit 
the public to the third annual Garden Party. The first, held to 
commemorate the 80th Birthday of Toc H, proved so popular 
that it was decided to make the Garden Party an annual event. 
A steady stream of people came and enjoyed various activities 
including bowling and other games of skill, bric-a-brac, a 
bookstall and a Grand Draw. There were stalls laden with pots 
of homemade jams and marmalade, delicious cakes and buns, 
garden products and tea or coffee accompanied by mouth- 
watering scones dripping with jam and luscious Cornish cream! 
Toc H visitors included people from the Toc H Friendship 
Circle at St Budeaux and District members from Plymstock. An 
enjoyable afternoon came to an end at 4pm and Toc H funds 
realised a profit of £150. 


« | write as the Chairman of the Cambridge Branch following a recent 
meeting in which we considered items in recent issues of “Point 3”, 
which we consider as a Branch from time to time. Our particular 
concern on this accasion was the article in March by Gerry Conibeer on 
“Fundraising is fun", and the further statement in June about 
“Volunteering for Fundraising”. 

We are a Branch of about 12 members, mostly elderly (70+), with a 
very real fellowship. Some of us feel that we might be able to share in 
Street Collections, but we would be a small group for a city like 
Cambridge. We recently had a visit from John Burgess, our Divisional 
Leader, telling us of the efforts being made to help Branches to 
understand the national situation - not only financially. We appreciate the 
efforts being made to sustain and develop the life of Toc H both 
nationally and in the Divisions - but we feel that we need more detailed 
information about the financial position of Toc H. No doubt this is set out 
in the annual statement of accounts, but we feel that this is not set out 
clearly enough for local Branches and Members to play their part. 
Members are asked to contribute to the “Family Purse”, and we have 
sent a certain amount regularly to the national funds, but we feel that 
local Branches need to know more clearly how much is needed, to guide 
us in our branch contributions and in any special efforts we may be able 
to make. We realise that the Movement depends considerably on past 
investments and revenues, but we feel that we and others could make a 
more realistic response to the Movement's ‘needs’ if we had more 
detailed information. 

We hope that you will feel that this is a real concern and will be grateful 
for any further information you can give us on the financial position. 


The Rev’d M.D. Whitehorn 
Cambridge 


SNAPSHOTS 


a flavour of Toc H events around the country 


A DAY CENTRE OUTING 


Harry Green, of the Swindon and 
Wroughton Branch, currently 
attends the Savernake Street Day 
Centre in Swindon following a 
recent leg amputation and brought 
a request back to the Branch for 
us to organise an outing for those 
who attend the Centre. This 
resulted in an afternoon outing on 
July 17th for 30 of the Day Centre 
members and staff. The outing 


—* 7 \ 


some of the Day Centre 
members are making thelr way 


went through the South 
to the coach. 


Cotswolds and back to 
Cirencester where the local Branch organised a tea at a local 
Pop In centre. A day of indifferent weather turned into a 
lovely afternoon and the coach journey through the Cotswold 
countryside (with fields of linseed showing hazes of blue) was 
glorious. A stop at the town of Burford allowed people to do 
a little shopping and the welcome we received at Cirencester 
made the whole outing a success. 

David Pope 
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fresh faces and fond farewells 


very Member makes an invaluab 2, individual contrisuton 
acknowledges both those who are new to membership | 
welcoming new Members, we hope to give you a flavour © 


CHANGES TO TOC H MEMBERSHIP 


H. in a regular feature, Point 3 
who sadly have passed on. In 
son behind the name by listing the 


‘hidden talents’ individuals have told us about on their application forms. The Tributes and Farewells provide a 
limited opportunity to recognise the individual contributions made by those whose membership has sadly come 


to a close. 


WELCOMES 


. Joseph Pegg, member of Broughton Astley Branch 

¢ Barbara Sands, member of DOGTAG. 

« Linda Tilling, member of DOGTAG. 

« Joan Toyn, member of DOGTAG. 

e Frederick Figures, member Kings Norton & Northfield Branch. 
Fred is a retired probation officer. 

« Leanne Carr, member of New Tees Group. Leanne enjoys 
cooking & walking. 

« Susan Pells, member of North Bucks/Oxford Branch. Sue enjoys 
horse riding, aerobics, music, reading and drawing. 

« Dave Horenbeek, member of Tubby’s Poperinge Group. Dave's 
hobbies include baseball, cycling & swimming. 

e Anja Vansteenbrugge, member of Tubby’s Poperinge Group. 

e Colin Price, member of Walsall Branch. Colin is a retired police 
officer, experienced mountaineer, physical training instructor and 
fundraiser for PD.S. 

« Kenneth Couch, member of Wivelshire Branch. Ken is a retired 
inspector of shipwrights. 


TRIBUTES 


« VICTOR (VIC) COURT B.E.M. Over the years Vic had been 
representing Toc H on the Swindon Hospital Broadcasting Society 
and became well known as ‘Uncle Vic’ in the Children’s Ward of 
the Princess Margaret Hospital. His fund of jokes, which appealed 
to children, seemed endless, many a dying child having his or her 
spirits raised by Vic's ability to make them laugh. This, and his 
charitable work with and through the Toc H Branch at Chiseldon, 
merited him the B.E.M in 1991. We shall miss his cheerful 
contributions to our Toc H meetings. DVP 

« JOHN GOODWIN John became treasurer of the Swindon 
District of Toc H in 1987 and kept us on the straight and narrow 
until he died. He took control of the finances of the two projects 
we ran at Bentham House in the District in 1989 and 1990 and 
kept meticulous records for us. DVP 

+ JACK TYZACK had a life long association with Toc H, joining in 
1930 and meeting his wife on a Toc H holiday at Warden Manor. 
Jack was a loyal member of the Coventry Branch, playing a major 
part in organising a boys’ camp week. Following the closure of the 
Coventry Branch, Jack and his wife became members of the 
newly formed Warwickshire District Branch and during his last 
illness took over as Branch Treasurer until the closure of the 
Branch. Jack was the epitome of a Toc H member, ever ready to 
serve his fellow human beings and he was a kind and patient 
friend. He is sadly missed by all who knew him and we thank God 
for his life. DW & THT 

« KATHLEEN ROAD was a founder member of Enfield Women's 
Branch. On her move to Clacton some years ago, she elected to 
remain linked with Enfield. During her membership Kathleen 
proved to be a very good organiser and was involved in most 
of the corporate jobs which were undertaken. In addition she 
also served in office as Secretary, Treasurer, etc. We are very 
grateful for this member's long and loyal service over a period of 
69 years. DD 


e STANLEY G DICKENS Stan had been a member of 
Higham Ferrers Men's Branch for many years and, although 
the Branch closed three years ago, still maintained his | 
interest. For many years he organised a Town's Sports Day 
for the youngsters of the town and was in great demand with 
schools, old people's homes and organisations, as Father 
Christmas. MS 

MARION SERGEANT Marion joined Toc H in the 1950s 
when the new physically handicapped committee asked for a 
representative from Toc H. Marion volunteered and 
maintained her interest in them for the rest of her life. We 
are sad to lose another friend. AB 

MAI HAMMOND Mai was originally a member of the 
L.W.H. and had been an active member since 1937. She was 
a loyal and active worker for the Movement and a regular 
attender until a couple of weeks prior to her death. She was 
a popular member who always spoke her mind and will be 
sadly missed. AO 

CLIFFORD MARSHALL of Wolverton Joint Branch was 
one of our hardest workers in the past few years. He will be 
missed by all. With sad thoughts. KC 

EARLE CUTHBERT WHINRAY Earle was a founder 
member of Settle, North Yorkshire, Branch in 1935 and 
remained with the Branch until its closure in 1970. Earle, who 
was in his 90th year, had been Chairman of the Branch. SC 
EDNA MAY THOMPSON A member of Nailsea Women’s 
Branch since its beginning, coming to us from Shirehampton 
Branch, Edna, a true Christian, was a loyal member until 
illness took over for the past few years. We give thanks 

for her life. Always a smile and helping hand, she will be 
missed. EB 

CHARLES EVANS became a Member in 1951 but due to 
illness he had not attended any Branch meetings since July 
1983. During the 32 years when he did attend, he was a very 
active and enthusiastic member, helped on many Branch 
projects and attended numerous meetings in the Region. As a 
Branch we will miss him. AR 


FAREWELLS 


e Gwendoline Russel, member of Clacton on Sea Branch 


¢ Geoffrey Burril, member of Lindley Branch 

¢ Violet Calloway, member of Bilston Branch 

e Reginald Coomes, member of Melton & Charnwood Branch 
e Edward Evans, member of Chippenham Branch 

¢ Clifford Marshall, member of Wolverton Branch 

e Edna Thompson, member of Nailsea Branch 

e Earle Whinray, member of Leeds Branch 

« Gilbert Francis, member of Caister on Sea Branch 

e Dorothy Anker, member of Rushden Pythcley Branch 

+ George Brooks, member of Springfields District 

e Edna Carr, member of Higham Ferrers Branch 

e Victor Court, member of Chiseldon Branch 

e George Commerforld, member of Springfields District 
¢ Harry Taylor, member of Springfields District 


NOTICES 


e Toc H has recently been left a very 
generous legacy. Sadly, we have been unable 
to discover the donor’s connection with 
Toc H. If any reader has any information 
about Geoffrey John Charles Wood Penzer 


formerly of Hay Street, New Sawley, Long 
Eaton, Derbyshire, who died on the 28th 
July, we would be very glad to hear from 
you. Please contact Janet Meacham at 
Central Services in Wendover. 


WHAT’S ON 


a guide to forthcoming Toc H events and opportunities 


e FIDDLER ON THE ROOF * TOC H CAROL SERVICE 
26th - 29th November - 7.30pm (Saturday matinee: 13th December at 2.30pm 
2.30pm) gala performance on 27th All Hallows Church, London 
Westminster Theatre, Palace Street, London. 


Further details: Connie Pring, 

Lloyd’s Dramatic Operatic and Musical Society are 39 Princes Plain, Bromley Common, Kent 
presenting ‘Fiddler On The Roof", in aid of Toc H and BR2 8LH Tel: 0181 462 8164 (after 7pm) 
Prideaux House and donating 50p per seat sold. High- 


profile individuals invited so far to the gala 
performance include the Duke of Westminster, the 
Bishop of London and Cardinal Hume. Tickets: £8 or 
£10 from the Box Office. Tel: 0181 599 3115. 
Prideaux House is available for overnight stays. 


continued from the back cover... 


responsibilities very seriously. as the Toc H lamp”. | could see what he meant, 
One day, as an expression of his gratitude but the very smallness of the flame seemed to 
for my services, Tubby invited me to lunch. enhance its purity and symbolism. Tubby 
“Whoopee,” | thought, “smoked salmon, referred with deep reverence to the sacred 
perchance, followed by a fillet steak, washed flame that generated the Eternal Light of Truth 
down with a bottle of claret, maybe.” No and Love. For me it was a truly memorable and 
such luck; the frugal meal consisted of uplifting experience. 
shepherd's pie and boiled cabbage, followed On my way back to the office, being of a 
by treacle tart, and a small glass of cider! But technological turn of mind, | found myself 
any gastronomical shortcomings were more wondering what the fuel consumption of the 
than compensated for by the brilliant lamp could be; a few millilitres per day at the 
conservation and wit that flowed from most | reckoned. Then | recalled having 
Tubby’s mercurial mind. sometimes noticed that the lamp’s fuel 
After lunch he took me across the square requirements appeared to rise quite dramatically 


to his beloved parish church of All Hallows, to during spells of hard winter weather. That very 
show me the lamp in its beautiful glazed day, in Tubby’s office, | had noticed en old- 
cabinet. At once | recalled my early RAF training fashioned pectin Ne ae eoue be 
days when, after | had got something wrong, a possibly be ane zoco a | mused. “Oh, perish 
drill corporal had described me as being “as dim the thought!.” I hurried back to my work. 


/ithough not strictiy . 


ng Back in Time 


iracts from the archives 


¿une archives, the following recollections from Harry Darby 


1 Dorset of his dealings vith Tubby make amusing reading... 


s a schoolboy back in the early 
; Åre | used to listen avidly to my 

ather’s tales of his experiences in 
the First World War of 1914-18, or the 
“Great War” as it was then called. He had 
served in the Royal Field Artillery and had 
fought in the Second Battle of Ypres in the 
spring of 1915. Amongst his stories of horror 
and heroism in the firing line, he would tell of 
a place in the rear called Talbot House in the 
village of Poperinge, where exhausted troops 
brought out of the front line could find 
physical, mental and spiritual refreshment 
after the desperate 
fighting in which they 
had taken part. “It was 
run by some parson 
fellow,” my father said, 
“Clayton, his name was; 
our chaps used to call 
the place Toc H.” My 
young mind was stirred 
by this poignant 
contrast with the 
frightfulness of the war 
itself, but | couldn't 
possibly have imagined | = 
that, some twenty years ae | would be 
enjoying a most interesting relationship with 
the Reverend “Tubby” Clayton, the founder 
of Toc H and the man who became a legend 
in his own lifetime. 

After serving with a Bomber Squadron of 
the Royal Air Force in the Second World War, 
| joined the Anglo-lranian Oil Company, later 
to be renamed the British Petroleum 
Company, and, in the autumn of 1948, | was 
posted to Head Office in London. Here | 
chanced to learn that Tubby Clayton was 
Honorary Chaplain to the company. “How 
strange,” | thought, “What a small world it is,” 
and promptly put it out of my mind. But, 
some two years later, | was to be drawn into 
a matter of the utmost confidence and 
importance. My boss called me into his office 
and informed me that for several years the 


company had fuelled the Toc H lamp! 

It had all started with Tubby, always 
accompanied by his pet terrier, Chippy, 
bringing a one-gallon tin can to Britannic 
House and handing it to the company 
Chairman no less, the redoubtable Sir William 
Frazer, later to become Lord Strathalmond. 
The Chairman, through a tortuous chain of 
secretaries, personal assistants, lift operators, 
and car couriers, despatched the container to 
the company’s research station at far-away 
Sunbury-on-Thames, for the attention of the 
Chief Chemist, no less. He, in turn, would 
arrange for it to be 
filled with premium- 
grade paraffin, check it, 
and return it to the 
Chairman at Britannic 
House, from whom 
Tubby and Chippy 
would duly collect it. 
But the chairmen of 
international oil 
companies are very 
busy people, always 
grappling with new 
problems, and they 
shun routine; so, once the novelty had worn 
off, Sir William delegated the job to one of his 
departmental managers. The process of 
delegation then continued until the bottom of 
the pile was reached: me! | suppose | was a 
natural choice for the job, as | had worked in 
the Abadan refinery in lran and was by now 
responsible for quality control of the vast 
cargoes of petroleum products being carried 
around the world by the company’s fleet of 
tankers. Each time the container came back 
from Sunbury | would remove the cap and 
examine the liquid inside: look at it, smell it, 
dip my finger in and feel it, do everything but 
taste it, to satisfy myself that it was indeed 
paraffin and not diesel oil nor, Heaven forbid, 
high-octane aviation fuel. | took my 


continued on the inside back cover ... 


